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The Case for Incentives

“The right incentive mechanisms can 
encourage changes in land- use 
patterns that achieve habitat
objectives at lower cost.”

Casey et al.  2006. Defenders of  Wildlife: Incentives for Biodiversity 
Conservation: An Ecological and Economic Assessment



Mechanisms for Increasing 
Biodiversity  

• regulatory and economic disincentives, 
• legal and statutory incentives, 
• property rights innovations, 
• market-oriented institutions,
• financial incentives, 
• public tax incentives, 
• educational, technical assistance, 
• administrative and recognition incentives 6
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Fast Forward to 2022
“Incentivizing the production of ecosystem 
services is critical to promote specific land 
management behaviors that improve 
ecological performance and ultimately 
sustain an environment for present and 
future generations.”

Coleman and Machado, Ecosystem Services in Working Lands Practice and Policy 
of the U.S. Northeast: Successes, Challenges, and Opportunities for Producers 
and Extension, 2022.  



Conclusion 1
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Producers and land managers 
operate according to the "safety-
first" principle and are often risk-
averse. 



Conclusion 2
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Programs are structured to incentivize 
either a single ecosystem service or 
multiple layered services. 



Conclusion 3
• . 
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Very few programs reviewed in this 
assessment directly address 
resilience, and even fewer address 
resilience beyond the farm scale. 
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Conclusion 4

Ecosystem service provisioning 
programs for young and 
beginner farmers… may not be 
enough to entice young people 
into working lands-related 
careers. 



Closer to Home
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Washington State and Private Forest Fact 
Sheet, 2024
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Forest Carbon Incentives in Washington 
Brian Kittler, Senior Director of Forest Restoration, American Forests, Washington Carbon Sequestration Advisory Group 

May 2020,   
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Closing Observations

• uncertainty/risk
• piecemeal
• high transactions and opportunity 

costs 
• not enough funding
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Contact

334.868.4183

www.greeneeconomics.com

bcovington@greeneconomics.com



48


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Washington State and Private Forest Fact Sheet, 2024
	Forest Carbon Incentives in Washington �Brian Kittler, Senior Director of Forest Restoration, American Forests, Washington Carbon Sequestration Advisory Group May 2020,   
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	THANK  YOU

